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	disno: 51st
	cirno: 6th
	county: 
	dcaseno: 
	ccaseno: 
	dori: 
	cori: 
	dname: Mark Wellington Johnston
	daddress: 6837 Williams Lake Road, Waterford MI 48327
	victim: Mark Berman, a.k.a. "Sparky"
	witness: Mark Berman, a.k.a. "Sparky"
	codefendant: Wesley Stansbury, Hausbrauen Motoren, HBM, et al.
	cdate: 20 August 2007
	location: Wateford Township
	ccounty: Oakland
	tcn: 
	ctn: 
	sid: 
	dob: 01/20/1972
	prptno: 
	charge: Felony Larceny & Felony Fraud
	maxpenalty: 
	dln: 
	witness2: 87, Triq il-kannizzata / Balzan, BZN07 / Malta, Europe
phone: 00356 99492967 ; sparky@ast.jagrove.com 
	county2: Oakland
	complaint: Amount of loss: $1000
Reference: http://www.924board.org/viewtopic.php?t=23032
Summary:
Beginning in September 2006, the defendant approached Mr. Berman regarding some brake and suspension parts the complainant was trying to source from a 1987-88 Porsche 944 Turbo in order to upfit Mr. Berman's 1976 Porsche 924 with a more modern system. Through a series of email exchanges and private messages on 924board.org, Mr. Johnston proposed a "barter" offer with Mr. Berman as follows. Mr. Johnston would find a wrecked vehicle of the make, model and vintage required which provide a suitable "donor" for the parts Mr. Berman was seeking. Mr. Johnston and Mr. Berman would split the costs to acquire the donor vehicle. Mr. Johnston would remove the parts from the vehicle and ship them to Mr. Berman at no additional charge beyond the initial investment to acquire the donor car. In exchange, Mr. Berman would agree to let Mr. Johnston sell any remaining parts from the donor car to recoup Mr. Johnston's portion of the initial investment, shipping costs, and labor to remove the parts.

The defendant received a paypal from Mr. Berman on 11 November 2006 in the amount of $1000. Subsequently, Mr. Johnston communicated with Mr. Berman by email, claiming a series of delays in procuring the car, and afterward, claiming a series of delays in removing the parts. Eventually, Mr. Johnston claimed that the parts were shipped to Mr. Berman. In August 2006, the defendant failed to respond to repeated request via e-mail, telephone, and so-called "private messages" via the internet-based discussion forum 924board.org.

The complainant subsequently solicited the assistance of Mr. Beckett to pursue legal remedies. Mr. Beckett and Mr. Berman were successful in reaching legally binding settlement agreements, which were signed by Mr. Johnston on 18 September 2007, whereby the defendant was to provide cash or compensatory items to Mr. Berman. Subsequently, Mr. Johnston claimed that he found the package at the Detroit Port Authority, and that he repackaged it and shipped it out again. Since that time, no package has arrived, and Mr. Johnston has refused to respond to the complainants emails, voicemails, and private messages.
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